Announcing Windows 11 EEAP Preview Build 
26074 Release Notes 


Hello EEAP Partners, 


Today we are releasing Release Notes for Windows 11 EEAP Preview Build 26074. The Release Notes are for testing and 
validation purposes only. Please file bugs for any issues you see in this preview build by including the specific “Found In 
build” number of the build you are evaluating ex: “26074”. If you see any issues or have improvement suggestions for 
the Release Notes, please file a bug with the specific build number and add “Release Notes” in the bug title. 


[IMPORTANT] KNOWN BUG IN BUILD 26074 


e Please note there is a known issue with Build 26074 if your system has an Intel GPU actively in use as the 
primary GPU. We have discovered an issue in this build that could put PCs actively using Intel GPUs into a bad 
state; a blank screen with no good recovery options other than to reinstall Windows. Another prevalent 
symptom of this bug is that the PC can fail to connect to an external monitor without first disabling the graphic 
adapter and enabling it as a workaround. There are other scenarios that can lead to this bug showing up ona 
system actively using the Intel GPU as the primary GPU. This will be fixed in the next build which we hope to 
flight as soon as possible next week. 

e If you’re experiencing an issue with Settings crashing or not loading the Windows Update settings page to 
download and install Build 26074 — you may have to reboot to correct the issue. 


What’s new in Build 26074 


Updates to Microsoft Teams in Windows 11 

Starting with Windows 11, version 24H2, Teams users will get access to a preview experience of the new, unified 
Microsoft Teams experience on Windows. In this preview, Microsoft Teams will be available as a single application, 
enabling users to seamlessly switch between multiple cloud environments, tenants, and account types across personal 
and work. To add or access additional accounts, select your profile picture at the upper right corner of Teams when you 
sign in to Teams. 
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ALT-TEXT: Teams work user interface showing the Me control open with both work and personal account. 


We received consistent feedback from personal and work users: you prefer a single Teams app that allows you to easily 


access and switch between personal and work accounts. This update lets you use one app for all kinds of Teams 
accounts. 
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ALT-TEXT: Teams personal account user interface over Teams work user interface. 


You can join any Teams meeting with ease. In upcoming builds, when you are joining a meeting, you can select the 
account you want to use. You will also be able to join a meeting without signing in. 
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ALT-TEXT: Teams user selecting which account to use to join a meeting. 


Notifications have been improved, showing which Teams account they belong to. In addition, personal notifications have 
more details, giving clear and easy actions from the notification banner. 
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ALT-TEXT: A Teams notification that someone is calling. 


You can now launch personal and work accounts simultaneously with separate icons on the taskbar. We listened to 
users about their communication needs in various aspects of their lives and how they want to use Teams. The feedback 
was clear that a multi-window experience is preferred. 


Other things to know: 


e This unified preview app experience is labeled “Microsoft Teams (work or school)”. The app name will be 
automatically updated to “Microsoft Teams” in future releases. 


e This is a preview release, and you will notice some changes from your current experience using Microsoft Teams 
(free) and Microsoft Teams (work or school). These changes and more updates will continue until we reach 
general availability. Notably in this release, Teams will launch into a separate icon for single accounts. 


e Wewill remove the standalone consumer app, “Microsoft Teams (free)”, in future releases. 
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e If you lose access to either Teams applications through use of the Windows Insiders Program, you can access to 
your preferred Teams application from this download page. 


e For Enterprise Admins, the ability to sign in with MSA will be part of a normal monthly update, there is no new 
app to install if you have new Teams. The functionality is targeted for preview in April and general availability in 
May. The ability for users to sign in with Microsoft accounts will follow all sign in restriction polices as it has for 
all versions of Teams. Admins can learn more in Message Center (MC719659). 


UPDATED! More built-in capabilities via Copilot in Windows* — now rolling out to more Windows Insiders 

We are rolling out more built-in capabilities via Copilot in Windows* to more Windows Insiders in the Canary Channel 
(which first began rolling out on 2/20) and beginning to roll these capabilities out to Windows Insiders in the Dev 
Channel. 


Try asking Copilot to turn on Narrator or Live Captions, turn on battery saver, show you available networks, even empty 
your recycle bin or clean up your storage. Here’s the full list of things you can ask Copilot to do! 


New with this update: 


e = Ask for available wireless networks. 

e Ask for system or device information. 

e Ask for battery information. 

e Ask to clean storage. 

e Ask to empty recycle bin. 

e Ask to toggle battery saver. 

e Ask to show startup apps. 

e Ask for your IP address. 

e Ask for system, device, or storage information. 


Try accessibility features: 


e Ask to turn on narrator. 

e Ask to open voice access. 

e =Ask to turn on magnifier. 

e Ask to change text size. 

e Ask to start live captions. 

e Ask to turn on high-contrast. 
e Ask to start voice typing. 


Already live, now on the new runtime: 


e Ask to toggle dark/light theme. 

e Ask to toggle Bluetooth. 

e Ask to toggle do not disturb. 

e Ask to add a device. 

e Ask to take a screenshot. 

e Ask to cast your screen to another monitor. 
e Ask to change your background image. 
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e Ask to set volume, change volume, or mute/unmute volume. 

e  =Ask to launch an application. 

e State that certain parts of your PC aren’t working: Audio, Windows Update, Camera, Bluetooth, Printer, 
Network, others. 

e Ask to snap a window. 

e Ask to start a focus session. 


Introducing Power Automate via Copilot in Windows 


Power Automate is a low-code automation solution that is part of the Power Platform. We’re excited to introduce the 
Power Automate plugin in Copilot in Windows. This first release of the plugin offers automation features for Excel, PDF 
manipulation and file management. 


To use the plugin, download or update Power Automate Desktop to the latest version from the Microsoft Store. 
Currently plugins are only accessible if you are signed in to Copilot in Windows with a Microsoft account. 


After you have Power Automate installed and you activate the plugin in the plugins section in Copilot in Windows, you 
can ask for tasks such as: 


e Write an email to my team wishing everyone a happy weekend. 
e List the top 5 highest mountains in the world in an Excel file. 

e Rename all PDF files in a folder to add the word final at the end. 
e Move all word documents to another folder. 

e |need to split a PDF by the first page. Can you help? 


Do you want to share your feedback on the Power Automate plugin or do you have other automation scenarios that you 
would like us to support? Feel free to contact us: powerautomate-ai@ microsoft.com. 


[The rollout continues for these Copilot for Windows improvements to Windows Insiders in the Canary and Dev Channels 
today, so the experience isn’t available to all Insiders just yet.] 


FEEDBACK: Because of an issue with our feedback pipeline, please do not use the in-line feedback form that opens 
from thumbs up/down for these actions right now, and instead file feedback about using these in Feedback Hub (WIN 
+ F) under Desktop Environment > Copilot in Windows. 


Changes and Improvements 


[Taskbar & System Tray] 
e You can turn on live captions more quickly by using the new quick setting. Just open quick settings from the 
system tray, scroll down, then select the live captions quick setting. 
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ALT-TEXT: The new live captions quick setting highlighted with a red box in the quick settings flyout from the system on 
the taskbar. 


[File Explorer] 
e When extracting files, if there is a file name conflict you can now choose to apply your selected action (skip, 


replace) for all conflicts. 


ey Copy File x 


Sele There is already a file with the same name in this location. 


Click the file you want to keep 


Files 


} > Copy'and Replace 


Skip Cancel 


Extract Cancel 


ALT-TEXT: New option highlighted for choosing to apply your selected action (skip, replace) for all conflicts when 
extracting files in File Explorer. 


Fixes for known issues 


[General] 

e IMPORTANT NOTE FOR DEV DRIVE USERS: Insiders on Build 26068 and higher who have Dev Drives should no 
longer see their Dev Drives breaking when rolling back as long as you roll back to Build 26063 and higher. Rolling 
back to earlier builds may still result in issues with Dev Drives. 

e IMPORTANT NOTE: Fixed an issue causing Windows Update in Settings to not load or crash in Build 26063. If you 
are still on Build 26063 and encounter this, rebooting may resolve the issue. If it doesn’t, the update should still 
eventually download on its own — appreciate your patience. 

e Fixed an issue for Narrator not working when setting up a device or in Advanced Startup. 
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[Copilot in Windows*] 
e Fixed an issue where if you turned the Copilot icon off and back on in Settings never showed it on your taskbar 
again. 


[Taskbar & System Tray] 
e Fixed a memory leak related to showing the tooltip for the date and time in the taskbar when you had enabled 
additional clocks. 


[File Explorer] 

e Fixed an underlying issue believed to be the cause of some Insiders finding File Explorer had started freezing and 
using unexpectedly high CPU in the last couple builds. Please file feedback in the Feedback Hub if you continue 
experiencing this after upgrading. 

e Fixed an issue where your preference for "Show extracted files when complete" when extracting files in File 
Explorer wasn’t persisting across upgrades. 

e Fixed a timing issue where when you start a search from Home in File Explorer, it might unexpectedly show no 
results the first time you tried. 

e Fixed an issue causing the Details view in File Explorer to be unexpectedly cramped in recent builds when using 
compact mode. 

e Made achange to help address an issue where after a DWM crash, when you opened File Explorer it could just 
show a blank area on top instead of rendering the area correctly. 


[Task Manager] 


e Fixed an issue which could lead to your GPU showing as -1 in Task Manager. 


[Audio] 


e Fixed an issue causing HDMI connected devices to not have audio in the last few builds. 


[Input] 
e Fixed an issue causing the input switcher (WIN + Space) design to revert to an older style and draw in the wrong 
location. 


e Fixed an issue where DWM could hang when writing with pen in Snipping Tool. 


[Settings] 
e Fixed an issue where a Display Connection section was incorrectly showing up under Settings > System > Display 
> Graphics that when clicked, would crash Settings. 
e Fixed an issue where a brightness slider might not show in Settings > System > Display in recent builds even 
though a brightness slider was available for you to use in Quick Settings. 


[Other] 
e Fixed an underlying dxgi.dll issue which led to some app and game crashes in Build 26058+. 
e Fixed an underlying issue with winmmbase.dll which could lead to app crashes in Build 26058+. 
e Fixed an issue related to tcpip.sys which was causing some Insiders to see bugchecks with 
UNEXPECTED_KERNEL_MODE_TRAP in the last few builds. 
e Fixed an issue which was causing some Insiders to see bugchecks with SYSTEM_SERVICE_EXCEPTION in the last 
few builds. 
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e Fixed an issue which was causing some Insiders to see bugchecks with DPC_WATCHDOG _ VIOLATION in the last 
few builds. 
e Fixed an issue where attempting to use the Windows Update troubleshooter was showing error 0x803C0O10A. 


Known issues 


[General] 

e [IMPORTANT NOTE FOR GAMERS — UPDATED!] Most popular games should work correctly again in the most 
recent Insider Preview builds in the Canary and Dev Channels. Please be sure to submit feedback in Feedback 
Hub on any issues you see with playing games on the latest builds. 

e [UPDATED] We’ve made another change to help reduce the number of rollbacks (with error code 0xC1900101) 
when installing the latest builds and are continuing to investigate reports. 

e Using the ISOs for Build 26058 to upgrade instead of doing a clean install may not work if you choose “Keep 
nothing” in the Windows Setup experience. To upgrade to the latest build in the Canary and Dev Channels, 
please use Windows Update. 

e Insome cases, the File Explorer context menu no longer has the acrylic effect. This will be fixed in a future flight. 

e We’re investigating reports of mouse cursor issues after installing Build 26058 and higher, including that the 
cursor is disappearing in some apps. If you’re experiencing issues, please file feedback describing exactly what 
you’re seeing under Input and Language > Mouse in the Feedback Hub. 

e When opening the context menu in File Explorer, the icons may appear out of place and overlapping text. 

e [NEW] Running the command “sudo pwsh” won’t work properly in this build. 


For developers 
You can download the latest Windows Insider SDK at aka.ms/windowsinsidersdk. 
SDK NuGet packages are now also flighting at NuGet Gallery | WindowsSDK which include: 
e .NET TFM packages for use in .NET apps as described at aka.ms/windowsinsidersdk 
e C++ packages for Win32 headers and libs per architecture 
e BuildTools package when you just need tools like MakeAppx.exe, MakePri.exe, and SignTool.exe 


These NuGet packages provide more granular access to the SDK and better integration in CI/CD pipelines. 
SDK flights are now published for both the Canary and Dev Channels, so be sure to choose the right version for your 
Insider Channel. 


Remember to use adaptive code when targeting new APIs to make sure your app runs on all customer machines, 
particularly when building against the Dev Channel SDK. Feature detection is recommended over OS version checks, as 
OS version checks are unreliable and will not work as expected in all cases. 


Reminders for Windows Insiders 
The Canary and Dev Channels receive builds with features and experiences that may never get released as we try out 
different concepts and get feedback. Features may change over time, be removed, or replaced and never get released 
beyond Windows Insiders. Some of these features and experiences could show up in future Windows releases when 
they’re ready. 
e Many features in the Canary and Dev Channel are rolled out using Controlled Feature Rollout technology, 
starting with a subset of Insiders and ramping up over time as we monitor feedback to see how they land before 
pushing them out to everyone in these channels. 
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As the Canary and Dev Channels receive the same builds, some features may begin rolling out to the Canary 
Channel first before the Dev Channel. 

While the Canary Channel is now on Windows 11, version 24H2, this is just temporary. At some point in the 
future, the Canary Channel will jump ahead to receiving new builds not matched to any specific release ina 
higher build series. 

To get off the Canary or Dev Channel, a clean install of Windows 11 will be required. As a reminder - Insiders 
can’t switch to a channel that is receiving builds with lower build numbers without doing a clean installation of 
Windows 11 due to technical setup requirements. 

The desktop watermark shown at the lower right corner of the desktop is normal for these pre-release builds. 
Check out Flight Hub for a complete look at what build is in which Insider channel. 

Copilot in Windows* in preview is being rolled out gradually to Windows Insiders in select global markets. The 
initial markets for the Copilot in Windows preview include North America, United Kingdom and parts of Asia and 
South America. It is our intention to add additional markets over time. 


Important Insider Links 


Thanks, 


e Do you want to learn how we made Windows 11? Check out our Inside Windows 11 website to hear and 
meet our makers from Engineering, Design and Research to share their insights and unique perspectives 
throughout this journey. 


e You can check out our Windows Insider Program documentation here. 
e Check out Flight Hub for a complete look at what build is in which Insider channel. 


Alex MuKORA 
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